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CHAPTER VIL
DEAMOND'S LUCK IN BEING A AMOXERN,
In the gray of the duwning a proces-
uion wonnd down the nisles of the pins
forest, straggling dismally nmong the

littered dabris of the woods, At the
head strode n dack, heavily mustaclied
man In the uniform of an ofMcer of
Ruesinn infentry. Beslde him, enery-
ige conl bags, were o doren fgures
As he surveyed thelr strong oxertion
under the welght they bore he snlled
complacoutly and stroked hin chin. He
e thelr burdens greedily, Then hin
glance atrayed to the tall of the pro-
ceunlon, where, handeuffed wnd roped,
a seore and a hall of enptives slunk bo-
tween ap many guards. He choekled
aloud o bis glée and once, ns Proobes-
Inn raiped his hend and shot & fery
glance at him, lifted his eap and sn-
Intod bim moekingly.

“"Boyez o hlenvenu, mon couning so-
yox le blenvenu!™ he called lronleally
and poloted before him with a langh.

An imnrecation shot from betwesn
the colovel's teoth, and he whispered
to his compaunion, Desmond, whe
stumbled boside him: “The dog! My
life for his if T have but luek! But my
Hilmar, my Hilmar! If 1| did but
know of hor solety !

“He enn't possibly have eaptured
her,”" muottered the other. “D'you sup-
pose he wouldn't have been throwing
it In your teeth and glorying over you
by now If he had? Bhe has found
refoge among your people somohow,
You may be sure of It It most biy wo,”
he eontinued flercoly, Inalatently, “He
doesn't oven know of her being here.
He thinks her Jeft behind at Stook-
holm.”

“Who can tell?” slghed the colonel.
“He Is fit for any deslllshness, My
God, If ahe should be in his hands! But
alio knaws how to die, as da nll Pallsh
gentlewomen. She has her Hbile pis-
'UL-’

“Don't," shnddersd Desmoud, “for
Giodl's sake! 1 con't bear to think of It
1 should go mad.” [

The eolonel turoed to him. “What |
enn It be to you compured with me, |
her futhor, on whose responsibility ler
coming rests? Corse those fools of
yours who let themaelvea be surpris-
ed!" he burst out with the sudden Irri- f
tntion born of utter despale. " "I'ls
ever an Englishman who o his thick
hided concelt belleves himuolf Loyond
the possibility of no overreach, Tt |
for themn we might be salling— Ab,
forgive me, my friend! s Desmond's
white face and haggurd eyer ahowed
his silent misery. "I min an old man,
Bhe wan my one hope. | am unstrung.
I babble I know oot what. The fault
is ming, mine alone! Forglve"— Ono
of the guards turned and it the spenk-
ar acrons the shoulder with his rameod.

“Sllenco!” ho shouted. “Bilence, you
muttering old reprobtate! Name of all
the salnts, can't you obey the com-
mands of your wuperlor?’  Aml he
glanced to the head of the procosdion
far approval

Desmond's fuee Husbiod n perssionnte
crimaon as he saw this outrage on the
father of hin heart's desive. With a
roar of reckless rage he leaped at the
fellow and, bringiog bls fettered hands
nbove bis hend, smote hiv handenfMs
with fearful foree Into the other's eyes,
A stream of blood burst frow the
waonnd and flooded the battered face.
Alinded and stunved, the scoundrel
stnggered back Into the urwns of & voin
panion. Paul Preobesias turned just
in time to see tko blow. With n suarl
of roge be unatched a rifie from the
woldler beslde blm wnd, scarce taking
nim, fired point blank at the Lngliah-
man as he stood noross bis foe, Aw
the clatter of the shot died into the
achoes Desmond flung up his bands
aud wpun round. With & thud he fell
upon his face, rolled half over and alld
back ngnin, A= his body settled Inte
the angle between two bowldérs a
shiver twitched his shoulders. Then
ha loy still,

A gronn rase from all the captives as
they stood paraiyzed by the sudden
teagedy. The groan became s shout,
aud thoy fung thomselves desperately
upon thelr gusrds and fought, swing- |
ing each hin fottered wrists. A valn
struggle! Within five minutos all were
battered and roped Inlo utter subjec-
tion, and the leng loe of brulsed
wrotches was stumbling anew down
the track, half blipded, bleeding, smit-
ten and cowed. At the hoad agnin the
lendet raged, ventlng furlous curses,
while between two of his fellows the
distigured soldler was led, hemoaning
hin siglitlesn eyes, over which the blood
caked continually as it welled from
bis scarred checks.

Hefore they left they ralsed and
lnoked at the prope figure between the
atones. A red ooze was spreading over
Desmond's slde.  Hin faco was caolor-
less,  His Inert body war Dmp, and the
clothes hung baggard about him, The
brenth was silent between his white
lips.

“A eursed shrewd shot, enpialn'
onld the sergeant. *This cock will
crow no more.'

“The Foglish dog!" aunswered the
offleer. “Lot the ¢arrlon rot. A fit
moal for the forest. Let wolf eat wolf.
There'll be Mttle left of -Lim by morn-
g

They flung the body back wmong the
stones and continued down the falnt
forest teack, For some fow minutes
the cruckle of thelr tread among the
underwood was heard, udd the gleam
of the bayonets showed through the
ping noedles,  Then quiet fell agnin
upon the forest. Upen the howlders
] 1 mlept miotlon)

A stealthy step among the serub, and
a white foce looked out from Lebilod a
rock aod glaneod snxiously  roumil.
Then Ughtly & glel ran across the glade
and sank to hor koees beslde Des-
mond’s body. ‘The teara were strean-
lug down ber cheels; The sobn chok-
ed hor as wbie bent over him and chated
his lutless hands. From her pocket

was a cough, nnd & falot color rose (o
Il face. Ilis eyes opened dud stired
Mt hor with woondering Inqulry. R
denly he sat up and gozed ronnd iim
nmaxedly,  Hilwar's sarprise at this
resucrection of the seeming el
matiehed lis awn at inding Wosell In
unexpeetod surronndings,

“Pon't move, don't movel” she Im:
pored.  “Yon'll blesd to death. Please,
INense, e wtill 111 1 ean got help.”

Desmond wiaked and blinked at hor
stapldly.  ‘Then, with an effort, he
stood up. Milmar gasped 1o her amage-
ment, He glipped hlnsel! about the
ribs with m grimuea. Then He stnred
confuredly down at the blood swenr
on his side. e thruat his haml he
neath his facket and tugged at some-
thilng. He prodveed a jagged bit of
silver thai winked cheerfully In the
sunlight. A bhonrse glggly broke from
hilin.

“Ha's delirlous!” sobbed Hilmar in
despalr. “What shall | do?"

At her voloe Desmond's wits began
to grow to him aguin. He took the
girl's hand sod bheld It fast. The color
war hack ngain in hie fece dnely now.
“Dhr Mivs Preobeslas, | nssure you
'm right as the mal), The beggnr bit
wy elgnrotte cane edgownys nod my
pockethook. The bullet neyver poae-
trated.  Bar haviog every vestige of
breath knocked out of me, I'm us (1 os
be dn—ns n fiddle, [ menn,”

‘The girl eyed hilm doubtfully. “'But
the blopd!" she gasped. "You must be
wounded."

“Never a bit,” he anawered cheerily.
YA Ing of my cvigarette case haw fust
seratched me; that's all. Aoy hit of
sticking plaster will put that clght
But how on earth d1d you get here?”

“1 followed you last nilght. 1 saw
you find the trensure. | witehed yon
all the time,  After the flrst fow min-

| utes I was nover 20 yarda from yoiu,

walked beblnd you all the way back, 1
wanted to trlumph over fathier sud all
of you and show that T wis quite on-
pable &f sharing your adventure 1
was golng to burat upon you aud—pnd
~—lnugh at yon when I saw those lor-
rible men rise op and fell you. 1 fust
kept from wmcrvaming and ran back
Into the shadow. Then 1 didn't know
what to do. I was so frightensd, all
alone, At last I thonght of our old
Jager, Btefan, He liven In n little cot-
tage In the woods apart Crom the vil
Inge. 1t's he who always sent father
the rents he muanaged to eollect. 1t
took me two hours, to get there, and it
was still dark when L arrived. 1 dido't
dare knock, in case there ahould be
sowe one with L, So I sat about In

tho bushes tll morning, and then he

came out, and T koew him. When 1
ran down, he cromsed bimself aud cried

to exercidd ‘me" and a watery smily

erosacd her face. “He thought 1 wns a
glhost. He took me o and gave me
food. Then he wenl out to reconnolter
and told me that you were all coming
along bound. Then I watehed with
Blm snd saw you' kiked, s T thought,”
and the speaker's lps trembled. ‘Stel-

an has goud on to see whitt hecomoes of |

dear futher nnd the rest. Now we
must go back to Stefan's cottnge nod
think what's to be dene.”

“Whatever we find to do, Miss HI|l-
mar,” he sald, with a look lato Ler
oyos that mude the long lnshea droop,

“belleve me that ooly with my lite will |

1 glva up the attempt to free your fa-
ther Then the girl led the way sl
lently down the narrow forest.

tangie of the pine trunks, the girl lewd.
Ing. Halt an hour saw them enter a
little clearing of the forest whore i
tralllsed log hut contared,

An olil man, bent with Age and with
features furrowed by mauy & winter
gale, welecomed Hilmar with ejacula-
tlons of commiseration and anxiety;
Bouding her lote the inner poom, he In-
slsted on Desmond removiug hils coat
and procesding to dress the mearred
alds with & decoction of My lenves nnd
brandy. Then, with bokpitabla haste,
he set bread and fish bafore them and
walted on them, stopping now ond
agaln to pat his young mistress’ shuul-
der, muttering plous prayers to the
mother of God and 4ll ealots to pre-
serve his master, the colonel, and send
Lim release from the hands of bls cne-
mles.

An thoy ate and fortified themselves
fort what should betide the old forester
explained his dolngs since he left them
to follow the soldlers.

“It s but » poor report I Lave' he
rald mournfully, “They are all bestow:
od in the orchnrd burp, The walls aro
three fect thick, as you know, And
thers |s the-moat. How can we reach
them 7'

“Waon't the people joln us?  Burely
the whole village Is at our back to help
thelr mastert”

“In sympathy, ane of noble birth,
But you don't remombei, Let un pre-

A girl ran aoro) \ and sunk to
g her knoes mﬁ:d'n body.

wall In the combat. What butides?
FFor the wo nre ful,
Down eonie & couple of regiments and
ravage the eounteyalde. Two, rlalngs
have I secn.  Jyary tenth man goes to
the wines. The fug hangs over the

shie took o Hask ani ured a drop or

o
| | e

land for youms, L ‘nat for myself.
/My old body is m ::ngr Wﬂl::l'
¥ L i e il ? Eh L

Ty Iy would 1 give it 6

e
the others-that Is differont,  Boaldos,
the man hns & brace of cunnon as well
i tvoscare of the soldlers,  Ever slnees
he ¢ntme le hns known hinself an-
sl

The poor givl coversd her face with
her honds and wobbed, “My father,
my father! What can § do? It is death
for him, death, and T am left alone!
Oh, what can I de? What cin 1 do¥"

Desmond put Wi hand gently upon
tier shonldor.,

“Diene Misa Hilminr, thers Is always
hope white he i alive. Doo't despalr.
Your cousin doesn’t know theee are
two of e hovering round to find nvery
loophinde of escupr, The only gusard
will be from the luside. We have av-
ory chunce for o rescoe,”

Blie dried hor oyes and looked up nt
him with a geatitade shining o lher
face that sent bis pulses daneing.

“You shame tne,” she answered.
“Just when | should be strong to plan
for father T Lreak dowt and whine
e n beaten puppy.  Yon are wound.
ed und have nothing to save but your
own life, and ye! you are willing to
rikk It for us, whom you have only
known for a werk or two."

It's Just hécante [ want the pe-
gquaintance to last o Ufetime” snid
Desmond, with n tender look In his
brave oyew, sud for the second Hme
that morning Hilmar bloshed delight
fully bepeath ler andreled tenre

It was by devious ways and the
darkont receases of the forest that old
Btefan took them that evening till from
nmong the belt of latiels tiat felnged
the castle garden they looked upon
the prisou  bouse that Leld  (ete
frlends,  The castle nnd all the ant-
bulldings lay In the form of o sgquape
upon wn isiand clrdled by oo irrepulne
mont, The river made a beod almost
at right angles and loopid Itself about
un opere of genss Innld, A chaonel eut
uerods the parrowest dignmeter of the
promontory tnde the walor defepses
enties, On the (ar sldes of the strenin
were walls both brogd and high, ‘Fhe
only onteance vy by a drawhrldge
snd begently an arell.  Along the wall
head the clank of weapons was 10 be
leard, showling thet benoath them
sentrive strode. It was o fortross
seemingly Impreguable,

“*Tia the enstern wing that holds

They wilked qulekly through the

the great barn, aud therd they are be-
stowed," ruld Stefan sndly. “Nothlog
| Imt artillery corld ploree thowe walli”
| Hilmar stared af the gray stoues
! hopeleasly, hor guee finally wandering
to Dosmond's face with 0 glanee of
| enpniving appeal.  He wis goawing
| Bix mustache us ho allently romipated
on' the situatlon. Then he broke out:
| “One of the worst difficoltien to me

I the getting nway. 1 we did manage
't eeleane tnem, there 16 still the gunrd
{on the yocht, Theyv'll have to bring
out your father and the rest o get
them down to Oxbrog,. We milght wan-
nge somethiog on the way, but without
the ynelit to got off n whnt conld we
do ¥

Hilmar trausiared to ol Stefun.

“That's no gredat Soalty” #ld he,
"If the capinla of nolie Dirth can ex-
truet them feom thene walls, T will
ohnrge themt myoell witls the gunrd on
the yFrchte Theee are hot g Lel? dozen
of thend.” Lo wdded contewpiuously.

“How " erled Alaige. “You!®

“Yeu" noeswered the ol man meeklys,
i “hut that you shall sor when the time
| Goten, The Bret quostion 18 (he seal-
Ing of theae wallp"
| Desmoud was stil) sigvlng ot the
L walls thint stoold cut I such udeomn-
'[:mmlnl::; Evimnonss 2 the sheen
of moonlit water, 1 mecioasly  he
grrawek! ar bis fingers, thinking, plan-
tlng, rejecting despevate propoanl nfier
proposal ny they formed (n WS bralo,
Suidenly nt the for ooener of the
bulldng his gnze atvayed aod Axed it
self, Bl gonasling ot bix kouekles,
he looked and lovked. working npd
turiing over his new formel Iden. He
tenmd 1o s companions.

Hhat group oF poplors thers
apposite the born

“You,'" sald Stefsn wenrlly.  *"Ds
i exheily o e But  thers
the wirenm ta decpest, though not so
wide

lan we got nto thieoelump without
being acen?

SAsnurodiy. None Kk
presonve, We i 3t

“Come, then, 1 Logln to see Hght*

The thrie  worgisd amd  aopiiled
throngh the thiek uniderterul of [urel
nud vhododendron nud by slow degrees
and with immeuee envtlon roached ot
Inst the water's edge beneath the tall
trees whore brnuches slior out geross
the stremin, Here they halted, aid
Dormond sennped the distines  with
liln eye,

“How do ey sot Hglt amd gir Ioto
the barn?' Le aslked the ol joger.
“Where are the windows?"

“Thero, ut the mige of the roof, one
of poble blrth! Look at the enves
agninst the sky, nod yon will see tho
bars stick oot in places,”

Diesondd. alapped Lis leg Jorfolly
“By gum,” he whispeied, T ihink T
hiive It What sort of 1 plaoe Is 1t ne
slde?

A Jolly, okl smooth paved, smpty
room at this thoe of year” sald Hil-
map. 1 well remember playing there
when I was a tiny ehild, The walls
ran up to the two wiplowr Slefon
wpenits of. The rftem are biare. Thoro
I#'no cejiing, only heavy slnhs of stone
upon strong beams.™

“What's 1o provent our
ellmbing up wnd  worklog
then " demanded Dosmond,

“You forget, excelleney. They ure
bound. The walls are wmooth, The
windows are heavily barred,"”

“Humph! Then what It wants is a
friend on the roof who will file the
bars, get In. ent thoir Bonds nnid show
them how to cllmb up o rope and on
to tho roof."

“And theo?"
lensly,

“Then! Why, back to the yacht again
und out to sea ns hard ns wo can go."

“But how can aoy one get on to the
roof? There (s & river to swim. The
walls are smooth pod without o slogls
otovite of hand hold. Tho drawlirldge
Is up at-night. No one ecan euter ox-
copt under suporyision.”

Y1 have wmy plan” sald Desmond
Lopefully. “It's a desperate obne, 1 nle
low, Lut the cose s despormte oo,
Whnt 1 want is o good loug rope, i
wulght of some kind and n good flle.
I dare #ay niy slx shooter won's come
nmiss elther, Now, you' sec this long

arm of the poplay, It stretelies Lalf
Way across the atream.  Suppose f

cruwl out as far us | can and te the
welghit to the eud of wy rope, When

is that

™ of

(L T P

our

fellowa
through

#ald  Hilmar breath-

[ et s far n'l onn without ths el

ior, But _ -
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WATCH YOUR |
KIDNEYS.

The Most Important Organs in the
Human Body--They Throw
_ Out All Disease.

Swamp-RoﬁrEures Weak
Kidneys.

Douvs yonr back nahe?
Do you lhnve palus across your
kidneyns?

3

he prossed 1 1o his own Ups, ns f
transterring that precious Influetes to
snfer kevping. A8 one in o dream e
fullowed the other two, and the whole
party disappedred o the tages of Lthe
furent.

o »x cowmintEn.)

My Bruce,

I wan born with more ecoursge than
most woemen, 1 woppose, for. notwithe
standing wy eotiage was somewhat ro

Is your complexion chalky. gray,
white?

there pufly bags beneath your eyus?

Arg yo?r oyes dull, listless and
dead-look “ﬁT

Are you leritable and  hard to
plonse?

Do you feel as though syou have
heart trouble?

Do you have to urinate ssveral
tinos l’n thes night? Is thers over a
sealding, burning sensation thore!

ou feel the deslre Immedintely
to urinate in, with no result?

Is your urine clouded, thick or
milky?

Is {hnn\ any aediment or do partl
oles flont in 119

Don't neglect thowe conditions, nnd
il they or any partol theinrs yours,
Bwanmp-Root, the great kidney rem-
edy, will be found just the medicine
you need,

Hero's n slmple test for the kids
noyn 'I.lll. an certain s though o
phyl‘lu an ware in personnl attend.
unee on yontr oass: Pour some of
rnur “morning' urine in a glnss or
woltle and allow it to stand twenty-
four hours, Then hold 't up to the
light, aud If you And any smuin&m or
sediment, or if it s thick or milky,
or If small particles float about in it,
don't hesitate for m imoinent, but
wrlte at onee to Dr. Kilmer & Co,,
menton the DEMOCRAT, and Imme-
dintely begin using the sample of
Swamp-Rout which you will receive
at onge, absolutaly free by mall.
The results will surprige you.

Swamp-Root Is purély vegetable,
pleasant to take, nud (8 for sale by
drugginta everywhere In bottles of
twonlzes and two prices—fifty-conts
and one dollar. aar in mind the
name, Bwamp-Root, and the sddress,
Binghnmton, N. Y.

brenging, | begin to swing the cord
Hke & pendulom ol e fles out eight
ovel the window bLare. Then © let it
drop n foot or two, and it catches and
ludges In & eorner of the gratiog, 1
Jrlmll pull it an tight as I can, nod thers
you huve the bridge 1 want."

“Bot—but you can't swing scroas &
| thin rope llke that"
| “No, but I ean I Ity o thick one, and

that (11 huve to be If the others are
to come back across it. When 1 get
| on to the roof. 1 can flle the bars, drop
down lnto the prison, untle the others,
land then back we all troop through
iuw forest as burd a8 we cano wplit.
Brefiun snyx he's golog to have the
yacht ready for e How I doo't
know, but thnt's bis afalr. Belore
morning we ahall be 40 miles out luto
he Baltle, and [t's 20 to 1 on our olud-
lug uuy old ark thoy've got to send
ufter a9, IU's ns simple as getting
sy Al

Hilmar and Stefan beh shook th
beuds, 'The proposal Heemed so utt
Iy ¢rmek Lichined. c

“Bupposing the captaln goets on to the
roof,” sald the Intter, “how does he
koow he can file the bars? The sen-
telen will see Llm. He will only waute
his own Ufe purposely. Why not walt
Hll they sre brought out to travel
down to Onbrog ¥

“Beenuse wo ahall be three to 80
then,” answercd Desmond. “How can
wu attack bulf u company of armed
eoldlers? No; my plan Is the only
feaslble one"

“T enn't let you,! sald Hilmar desper-
ately, "It ian't honorable. Why should
yon rlak yourself for us? Noj; I won't
permit It

Deamond smiled quiectly. *I am go-
Ing, Misn Hilmar. Don't lot us discuss
anything bat the ways and means.
After all, 1£ 1 wns taken we should be
no worse off than we are now."

“Mueh worse off," replied Hilmar,
"Beciuee yeu, too, would be In the

“¥ou forget, exeellency, They are bound,
The walls are amgoth.”

honds of those wretches, Ts It nothing

1o me, do you think," she added, with

stidden passion, “thnt you should risk

your lite?’

Deamond's eyes 1t up with a glow of
tendorness.  “I—1 hoped it might be
somothing.” he sald simply. "But do
you think thete l¢ no hepploess to

and yours?

Filma lodked up ot him for 4 mo-
ment withont speaking. Her eyes
ware like stars In the soft twilight of
the shindow.

It must be s you wish,” she sald
gravoly. “But If yoi'are taken—are
tuken"—and a sob esenped her as she
atrove for words—"what has life lefe
for meY’

“The memory that to two men at
lenst you were nll In all” sald Des-

herm as it steayed townrd him, as i€ it
sought support in thik sudden stroin
of dewpalr. “As if 1 could fall now!"”
he added tripmphantly, pressing the
shaking Hetle palm.

Buddenly. Impulsively, the girl raisad
bis clasping bavd to her lps and kiss:
ol ju Then, wha a burnlug face, she
gnve & whispercd eommand Lo ol
Stefan aud began bastlly to thread
ber war through the bushes and back
Into the foreat.

Desmond stood for & minute lke one
to whom the gates of paradise are
openoed, He regurded Lils plght haod in
A sart of ecstntlc amaxoe. Then quickly

()
i T, - ey

Is your akin dry or foverish? Arni

me {u adventuring somathing for you |

mond, aod Lo put out his Land and met |

tived and my life stmewhat Hermitike,

with Bruce sn my only sonstant cotie

panion, It never anco ocetreed to me W

| be nfrald.

I| To be sute, 1 employed a servant, who
ume regulucly every morning and Jeft

punctually st 7 o'clock every evenlng,

but this areangement, of course, necessl-
tated niy being wlone douring the night,

Noverthelows 1 liked the srrangoment.

My groat, tawny brote friend was, | used

lunghingly to assett, equnl to n scors of

men in falthfulness, intelligence and
courtge and more then equal (o o Lost
of women, »o. for ni agreeablo dompans
lonship was eoncorped.  And now lot

Bruce's deeda hevome by mugnifier.

It waws & bloak, nutumn night. Boiy
bad gone, and L after luxuristiog over
8 book till loug past bodtime, finally ex-
changad it Tor n seuson of quiet meditas
tlon befors the upen fire, “Ihin lnst ocou-
pation ended bn oo nap, though of what
length 1 eannot doclare, 1 only koow I
was suddenly arorsed by o sound which,
slight as it wos, sturtled me to my foet
and the full pomsesklon of my sonses.

With a leen sense of something wrang
| glanced round. ‘The lamp hnd burned
low, umd by the falot, wavering light 1
discerned Brios motlonless os o statoe
betore the French window opening on
the lawn, His tawny coat was beistling
with impatient weath and his cyoxs, fierce
and watchful, were fized stondily on the
Elnss

In spite of my cool blood | began to
foel alarmed end Involuntarily whisper-
ad woftly:

“Hruee! Broce!"

He smonthed his rough ecoat and torn.
ed o quick, Intelligent glance npon me,
with an acknowledglng wag of his tail,
and then In an (ostant restmed bin for-
mar attitude and suvege appearance.

Dropping on my knees Leslde bim, |
breathlessly latened snd soon hoard the
sound of stealthy footstups on the porch
without, Rallylog my wits, | sprang
lightly and quickly to my feet und has
tetisl to the kltcheon, Intending to un-
fasten the door and glve BHruce the
| chaneo to selee the Intruder unoxpected.

Iy and thus to his serlous disndvantage.
| Hut on resching the door 1 paused, ex-

claiming in a frightened whisper:

“Another! And be I8 pleking
logk!™

| Walting only long enough to assure

| myself that the bolts wore securely fus-
tened, 1 burried back to the witting roowm.

Quickly selzing Bruce by ilie collar, 1

drew him from hls post, whispering in

veliement tones:

"Hist, Bruce, hist!"

Comprebending [n' sn Instant that 1
had constituted mywelf bis leader, the
latelligent creature eagerly followed me
to the kitchen. There he showed m dis-
position to halt, but at & word he sprang
after me us | opened the door lending 1o
the cellar and descended the stairs.

Fenrfol that be might betray us by
hounding over some unween obwtacle, 1
placod my hand on hin collur and cure
fully and sllently groped my way to the
cellur door, It was only & minute's work
to unfusten It and throw it softly up and
back, 1 did i, at the same thne seirlug
Hruce, who, ¢rowding closs wupon my
| beels, came near slipping the leash
| premnturely.

! Restralolog him an well as 1 eould, 1
crept woftly reund the bouse untll we
wore within a fow feet of the men busied
with the kitehen loek. Atsorbed in his
nefucious tosk, be turned nelthor to the
right nor left, and, with a low, sharp

| ;.Hr;m him!" in Bruce's ear, 1 loosed my
0id.

Swift and sllent as an arrow from the
bow he shot forward, and (ke next ine
wtant his teath were fostensd on the
thront of his unsuspecting victim, and
his huge form rose uppermost as they
tumbled over together.

Impelled by a fear that ho might in
Lis savage wrath destroy the poar
wretch, 1 sprang forward. But only a
step,

In the moment's exeitement 1 had
quite forgotten the willain lurking on the
fur porch, and hers he wtood within a
pnee of ma, his plstol leveled tull at my
fulthrul nily!

With u loud ery of terror, I threw up
my hand and sent the weapon whirling
over his shoulder, a harmleas report ringe-
fng sharply on the still night alr. He
turned oo me, a fearful onth giving em-
phnsis (o the erusl hend with which he
weixed my balr and shook me,

“I'll teach you''— he hlssed as I erled

the

|| out under his grasp,

But the sentence wns never finished,
The next instaot he relaxed s hold to
eombat # more formidable adversary.

Rousod to a perfect frenzy by the
sound of my cries and the sight of the
vilinin's hand upon mwe, Bruce had Jert
his mabimed and halt uneonsclous foe to
fly with redonbled fury at my nusnilant.

The struggle was short aod fierce, but
the brute proved move than a muteh for
the roan, &nd, with his ready teeth ond
¥nvnge growls to assht me, 1 spoeeedod
In placing the wreteh under bonds na
strong ax thone with which 1 had already
secured his crippled companion,

Poor Brice left the battlulisld with
several bad fosh wounds, but be Hmped
| mrter me Into the kitchen, wagging his

tail ne Indnatelopsly an it be had nevee
felt the eruel kilfe blade and very ovl
duntly with a full scose of the inesti-
mable serviee he had rendervd me avd his
own eonsequent Importatices.

Doar old Broce! 1 drossed his wounds,
| kissed him aud then fed him regally on
wirfloln stenk, which latter attention, 1
win compellgd to admit, wos obviousliy
| this most acepptabie,

As for my unipyited guests, common
hnmanity led me to make them as con-
fortablo an possible for the nlght oy their
hird bids, and ths next day 1 saw to it
that they reached thele proper destine-
tion.—New York News,

Reanwible Suggestion,

He fell an bhin knees before ber.

“1 will do angthing to prove my love
for yon," he sald. 1 will go to the ends
of the earth, I necessary. No task that
you may sot oe can be teo dificult, too
| bazardous. Only tell me what 1 can do
to convinee you''—

“You might marry ma she snggested
shioply.

Taking everything into eonsideration,
it finally ocomrred to him that possibly
the [dep wan & gopd one,  After all, It s
not w0 bard to prove ooe's love ma it
pometimes seoma.~Chlcagn Post

A Coming Rensntion,

Deacon Baintly (1o wife, an eoogregn-
tion assembles)=Where I Mrs. Foshuns
thi= moroipg? Bbe 1o ueuslly among the
early comers

Muw, Salntly—She will bo late today. 1
saw her buying & new hat last weok—
Baltimore dwmurican,

#

mae. then walt and make a

w
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Wy PEROUS NEW YEAR.
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% WAGONER & MARSH,
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New Year's Gift.

For thix purjose you éan aelect n very appropriate artiole in

A PAIR OF FINE DRESS SHOES,
A PAIR OF NICE SLIPPERS.

Rematnbor we keeph the bust lines at all times,
We wish aur patrons, one and all, A HAPPY AXD

yreceEcesEreereetecee '.méc.qa
' \Wagoner a Marsh iy

I yon were dolnyoed or failed to get that predent for Christ- =G

PROS- :

109 South
Howard st

ARE YOU SATISFIED et

We
And you kenp your senkes alert all the while: we don't put yoo to slasp,

Flllings, 50¢ up.
Crowns, $5.00,

Flales, $6.00 Set.  Bridge Work, $5.00,
All work guaraniced 20 vears,

With the condition of your
teeth? No! Then why not let
us put them in 4 condition thut
will enhonee your heauty, health
and comfort? You will be gur-
prised ut the smnll cost and de.
lighted with the result. If it is
noecessnry to draw your teeth

Do Painleass Extracting

Best Gold

Exarmination Froo,

New York Dentists

Open, & a.m, 0 8 p.m,, Sundays 9 to 1

146 nnd 148 South Main st,, Akron,

Special Notice--Prices Cut In T;-'n

Wa wish to announcs that we HAVE CUT PRICES IN TWO

on every
TRIMIMED HMAT

Plain and Fancy Corsets at 50c, 75¢ and $1.00
A Splendid Line
to Select From.

Miss Helen Griffin,

Come Soon.

N OUR STORE.

Corper High and
Exchange Sts.

i

g W LITTRE

I24 S. Main St.

Everything in Millinery must go at once,

All

Trimmed and Untrimmed Hats at your own price.
Ladies’ Furnishings, Fancy Goods, etc., etc,, at hailf

price.

JI

W. LITTLE.

IN LIGHTER VEIN,

After the Milliner's Opening,
B stood in moming negligee.
*This kat,' shis aid, “#laplenses me.™
Her pretty brows were |z 2 fiiwni
Tiha tha sdmors end st doen.
The broom, behind the kitchen door,
Looked down upan the ittered Beer,
But #till ahe migped and enipped amd clipped
Untl] tha thing spart =as rippnd
Unwashed the breahfest diakoe sioad,
The Bre decrsased for
Hut stiil her dalnty o
Tha oatrich tips thit way
The cloek gave out & warning sroke;
With toiumph in ber velce s k=
Ard guve each plume & lening
*) wonder bow 1'11 look in thati'
Farmor Slocat Oploen

By gom! Towes the dudes

Atakin sititudes

Over u ehris-sn-tbe-mum

Makat me wlek, f1 doss, 1 vum!

An we can beat it €5'n,

Right bere to hom,

"Tis my oplne

They vever soun & dandaline

In the medder blowin!

1t thelr mas "ed wet fem mowin
The lawn & moruin's, they'd cum
o be mote knowii.

Though ye gotter "low lots of m\lq'
Asreckonin on & tyration dudy

The Cause,
A vhilon of gracefuloees,
Tdght as the doe,
The rhadows thet Ml en her
Laugh as they go;

While, deep in the meadow, *‘
The wild Qowees gawat,

All huroble, bend down
*Neath bar seornful young feet, a

And In the green lorest

The wild, sparkling brook *
More gayly spesds on

"Neath Ler lugering look, i
All peaple who mest 1

With her sweet, winolag wayn
More cheerlly work

For the rest of the day,

But, thaugh sha I lair,

With her sparkling hrown eres
And ber puashiny balr,

Whero the Hght never dlos,

This malden Is sad,
And 1"IL 1]l pou what at—
Bhe disliles the red 1t
Upen ber new bat.
=Nuffaic Brprom

J= Didn't Forget Them,

Visltor—And are you the eldest?

Dnughter of the House=No; I'm the
eldest but two,

Vinltor—Who are the other twa?

Daughter of the Houpe—Father aud
mother,—Fuuy, :
——— e

Wan It Troe?

Jnnet  (indiguantlyl=What d» yon
think? Will Slowgo told me last night
If bt bad Lalf a chooee he woull Kiss
me.

Kitty (sympathetieally)=That was
real mean of him, wasn't It, when he
know be had & whole chanoe, and you
conlda'r Alvide It?2—Detralt Prog Press,

|
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 Call on us for..

Natural Gas
Stoves and
Heaters..

Natural gas -:mplia nces
a specialty. Come and
see stoves in operation.

: J. Rutherford
. & Son
173 S. Main st.

Tel. 413.

GOSN NRR RPN ARLPRRN RN RN ORGRRARRRARRS

THE ABSTRACT
Ml Gumntee & Tl Go.

Are owners of tha “only coms=
piete Abstraot Plant in Bume
mit gounty,™

Remember this when buying a home,

226 South Main St

Tel. 2.
AKRON, 0.

K. O. T. M.

DANCING AaACaDEMY

Evory Motday afternoon  and evening,
Children’s alnss gt & poin. Instruetions to
nidulls 7 o SO0 Geoerel daocing ungl i
Mrs, Hertha L. Christinan, instructor,

BLD MOREY, Manager.
J. W, MEE, Asslatant,

Money Money
In auy amaonnt. 6 to 7 per cent. Rate
of Interest deponds on pmount waat
ed and securliy offered. Call up 16
and fud out our tersns, No delay, if
vou want money quick.

THE BAUNER-GOODHUE-COOKE CO,
Plumbing and Healing,

Repalring stesin and hot water ays-
tems whd stenm fitting s specialty,

Engelhart & Eckart

JLI AL Se,

Don’t GO Out of Town

to el tlekots printed, Sy systom of prints
ing Hekets wilhout loss to the customiee 18
nol exesdlvd by any pelilter ou sarth. Pers
sonnl yuperyivion of the entire wark by the
rtor htivsedl I8 the way 15 I dono Bt

vour next ordery lnege o apall,
unrantes saiisfackion.  In olbee
waords, T will pay ausli value for Uokats
ieknted. st this offles whidoh were not sold
N suthorised porn

Job Printing

OEQ. ©. JACKSOMN
Safety Ticket Printer, 105 Main st.
Everelt Bullding. Tel 241,
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